SIMS Summer 2025 Release — Upgrading SIMS using SOLUS 3.12

Please find below a step-by-step guide to assist you with upgrading your SIMS workstations using SOLUS
3.12.

Most schools have the SIMS database and SOLUS 3.12 installed on the server. SOLUS 3.12
is set to automatically run the upgrade overnight, so for schools with the SIMS database
installed on the server, there should be no need to manually run the SIMS upgrade.

If the SIMS upgrade ran successfully on the server overnight, SIMS workstations throughout the school
should receive a Solus3 Agent notification, after being switched on, to say that SIMS will be upgraded to the
Summer 2025 release.

. Solus3 Agent Notifier (3.12.86.1) X

| info

SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release (7.224.27) (SIMS Workstation) has been
scheduled to be installed in 2 minutes. Please close all SIMS software (SIMS,
FMS, etc) until deployment is finished.

| _

Once completed the version of SIMS will be 7.224. This can be checked by logging into SIMS and clicking on
Help > About SIMS.net. If the SIMS version number is showing as 7.224, please move on to page 6 of these
instructions and make sure you import the latest Predefined Reports. Click on the splash screen to close
the window.
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If the SIMS database is installed on an Admin machine OR you are still running SIMS version
7.222 you will need to manually run the SIMS upgrade via SOLUS.

This process needs to be completed when all users are logged out of SIMS and all SIMS
workstations are switched on (if possible).




SOLUS

Step 1 - Launching SOLUS 3 rl
SOLUS 3
Locate the following icon on the desktop. Deployment

Server UI

*3 If the SIMS database is installed on the server, you will need to log onto the server to access
‘\\o'ie‘ the icon. If you are not sure if you have a server or don’t know how to access the server, please
contact the NYES Digital Helpdesk on 01609 536086.

This icon will launch the SOLUS 3.12 Deployment Server Ul, after clicking on the icon you will see a screen
similar to the following:

m SOLUS3 Deployment Service 3.12.86.1 (https://s3ws.ess-solus.co.uk/packageserverservice.svc/secure) - [m] X

SOLUS3 Environment | Upgrades | Settings

| Ei Update Library (‘) Deployment History

@ Get the latest SIMS functionality in five simple steps.

MANAGE UPDATES (Import Update)

Updates Downloads (0}

||| Release date T Product T Description T Version | Status T | Size Type T YT T
01/05/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 - Consclidated Workstation Patch 2 - KB0055202 124410 Downloaded 74 MBE Relezse )

Fl| 22/04/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 - Statutory Returns Fileset 3002 1.24.341 Downloaded 1557 ME | Release £)
08/04/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 - Consolidated Workstation Patch 1 - KB0055202 1.24311 Downloaded 74 MB Release 0
06/03/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 - Statutery Returns Fileset 3001 1.23.247.1 | Downloaded 1663 ME | Release )

Step 2 - Finding the Update

Once the screen above has loaded you will need to locate the update on SOLUS 3, you do this by clicking the
Check for updates button at the bottom of this screen.

You are likely to see a message which says “The following updates have been retrieved”, click OK to this
message.

Updates retrizved X

F ) The following updates have been retrieved:

SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release [7.224.27)
SIMS Summer 2025 Database Only [3.65.290)

The two updates for the Summer 2025 release should now appear in the list of updates with a status of
Available, as shown in the following graphic:




m SOLUS3 Deployment Service 3.12.86.1 (https://s3ws.ess-solus.co.uk/packageserverservice.svo/secure) - a *

SOLUS3 Environment | Upgrades | Settings

ET‘Q_, Update Library ‘\") Deployment History \_' Messages [0 [0 0]

IE‘ Get the latest SIMS functionality in five simple steps.

MAMAGE UPDATES (Import Update)

Updates Downloads (0

Release date [ Product T Description T Version W Status T Size Type T T 7T
18/06/2023 SIMS SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release (7.224.27) 124741 | Available 26408 MB | Relesss @)
18/06/2023 SIMS SIMS Surmmer 2025 Database Cnly (3.65.290) 124731 Available 573 MBE Release o

2 R s e e Rl R ) U i e W T i R e = TS
15/05/2025 SIMS annual entitlernent service last checked date so that on the next login 5IMS is| 1.24.54.1 Available 164 KB Patch o O

then forced to check.

If the updates listed do not show, then please tick the box to “Show all updates”. If the updates are still not
found, please contact the NYES Digital Helpdesk on 01609 536086.

Step 3 — Downloading the Update

Using the Ctrl button on your keyboard you will need to highlight both Summer 2025 updates listed and then
click on the Download button at the bottom of the screen.

’. - %M

The update will then manually download ready for this to be deployed. You can click on the Downloads tab
next to the Updates tab at the top of the panel to view the status of the download. Once both of the updates
are showing as Downloaded you can move onto Step 4. You may need to toggle between the tabs once the
update has been downloaded.

pdate: Downloads (2) ]
Product W Description T Status Y Size W Downloaded W Date added to queus [
SIMS SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release (7.224.27) Downloading 264.08 MB| 6.63% 30/06/2025 9:22:30
SIMS SIMS Summer 2025 Database Only (3.65.290) Download queusd| 5.73 ME | 0.00% 30/06/2025 9:22:30

Step 4 — Deploy (Install) the update

If you were still looking at the Downloads tab you will need to click back onto the Updates tab. To deploy
the upgrade, you will need to highlight both updates, which you have just downloaded: SIMS Summer 2025
Full Release (7.224.27) and SIMS Summer 2025 Database Only (3.65.290). Then click the Deploy button at
the bottom of the screen.



n SOLUS3 Deployment Service 3.12.86.1 (https://s3ws.ess-solus.co.uk/packageserverservice.sve/secure)

SOLUS3 Environment | Upgrades | Settings

ET‘!, Update Library @ DPeployment Histery

‘S'MS Get the latest SIMS functionality in five simple steps.

MANAGE UPDATES (Import

Updates Downloads (0}

Release date ¥ Product T Description Y Version Y Status Y Size Type Y7 Y
19/06/2025 SIMS SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release (7.224.27) 1.24.74.1 Downloaded 26408 MB  Releass 0
19/06/2025 SIMS SIMS Summer 2025 Database Only (3.65.290) 124731 Downloaded 5.73 ME Release 0

Patch 28955 [3.64.821-3.65.999] INC0379843 - PBI115213 - Patch to reset the
15/05/2025 SIMS annual entitlement service last checked date so that on the next login SIMS is| 1.24.54.1 Availzble 364KE Patch o O
then forced to check.

01/05/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 - Consclidated Workstation Patch 2 - KB0035202 124410 Downloaded 74 MB Release )
22/04/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 - Statutory Returns Fileset 3002 124347 Downloaded 1557 ME  Release @)
08/04/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 - Consclidated Workstation Patch 1 - KB0035202 124311 Downloaded 74 MB Release | )
06/03/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 - Statutory Returns Fileset 3001 1.23.247.1 | Downloaded 1663 MB | Release
26/02/2025 Deployment Service | Solus 3 - 3.12.86.1 1.0.077.1 Downloaded 210.79 MB | Release O
17/02/2025 SIMS SIMS Spring 2025 Full Release (7.222.25) 1.23.232.1 | Downloaded 26398 MB  Release )
2400742023 SIMS Fatch 27976 [3.64.560-3.99.999] 1111-1111 - Database Backup Process 1212361 | Available 436 %2 Patch O

license Patch
Patch 28255 [3.64.468-3.99.999] PEI103518 - Cumulative patch for Data
- Exchange 5 _

07/07/2023 SIMS - Added enhancements for NG Programme related to staff, Learners, Pup 121.207.1 | Available 2121BKB | Patch o

premium, school admin and Teachers functionality

03/11/2017 Deployment Service | Package Minimum Target Version Patch 1.0.1501 Availzble 1.05 MB Patch 00

O3 show all updates | [(checkforlpdatesl piesi Ed, m@

This will take you to the next screen. Click on the Deploy now button at the bottom of the screen.

a SOLUS3 Deployment Service 3.12.86.1 (https://s3ws.ess-solus.co.uk/packageserverservice.svc/secure)

SOLUS3 Environment | Upgrades = Settings

¥ Update Library @ Deployment History: Messages E"I"E’
DEPLOYMENT
UPDATES
Release date ¥ Description T Version Status 7
H  19/06/2025 SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release {7.224.27) 124741 Downloaded
19/06/2025 SIMS Summer 2025 Database Only (3.65.280) 124731 Downloaded
TARGETS
School Y Computer name Y | Target Y Version Status 7
Test School 2 AMDY-DESKTOP SIMS Database 3.65.199.0 | Online
Test Schoaol 2 AMDY-DESKTOP SIMS Databaze 3.65.199.0 | Cnline
Test Schoaol 2 ANDY-DESKTOR SIMS File Server 0.0.0.0 Cnline
Test School 2 ANDY-DESKTOP SIMS 5QL Server 1.686.25.1 | Online
Test Schoal 2 ANDY-DESKTOP SIMS Warkstation 7.222.352 | COnline
Ll Delete database backups at the end of this deployment
Dates0op22s [ tmel || schedue | CDcplosmentRiontin oo | cese |

You will be asked if you are sure you wish to deploy the update now —click Yes to this. You will then be asked
if you would like to view the progress of the deployment — click Yes to this message. The update will start
deploying and the deployment history screen will now open so that you can check the progress of the



deployment. The status of the deployment will initially show as “In Progress” and the “stage” status will
change as each area of the update is being deployed.

M SOLUS3 Deployment Service 3.12.86.1 (hitps://s3ws.ess-solus.co.uk/packageserverservice.svo/secure) - m} x

SOLUS3 Environment | Upgrades | Settings

G 1)

DEPLOYMENT HISTORY

DEPLOYMENTS Product | Allproducts || Date [ 3Months [~]

Description ¥ Scheduled date [ Status T Stage T
# | SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release (7.224.27) 30/06/2025 09:28:46 | In progress SIMS Database deploying SIMS Summer 2025 Database Only
E | SIMS Spring 2025 - Consclidated Workstation Patch 2 - KB0035202 12/03/2023 13:43:07 | Successful

Targets are shown at the bottom of the “Deployment” screen, you should start seeing numbers appearing
under the successful header to show when specific elements of the update have been successfully installed.

ﬂ SOLUS3 Deployment Service 3.12.86.1 (https://s3ws.ess-solus.co.uk/packageserverservice.sve/secure) - [m] x

SOLUS3 Environment | Upgrades | Settings

E—GHE
DEPLOYMENT HISTORY
DEPLOYMENTS Product | Allproducts |~| Date | 3Months [~]
Description T Scheduled date | Status T Stage T
H  SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release (7.224.27) 30/06/2025 09:28:46  In progress SIMS Database deploying SIMS Summer 2025 Database Cnly
& | SIMS Spring 2025 - Consolidated Warkstation Patch 2 - KB0055202 12/05/2025 13:43:07 | Successful
[ | SIMS Spring 2025 - Statutory Returns Fileset 3002 08/05/2025 10:01:12 | Successful
@ | SIMS Spring 2025 - Statutory Returns Fileset 2002 08/05/2025 09:5%45 | Successful
# | SIMS Spring 2025 - Consclidated Workstation Patch 1 - KB0055202 14/04/2025 08:21:16 | Successful
3 Solus 3 - 3.12.85.1 14/04/2025 08:11:28 | Successful
TARGETS
Target name Defined Redeploy Offline Online Successful Failed
SIMS Database 2 0 0 1 0 0
SIMS File Server 1 o 0 0 0 0
SIMS SQL Server 1 0 0 0 0 0
SIMS Workstation 1 0 0 0 0 0
Redeploy cancel | viewsenicelog | View setaiiAgentlog |

As each element of the upgrade is undertaken, a pop-up will display with a two-minute countdown and a
Deploy Now button. You can click these or just leave them to kick in after 2 minutes.

)| Solus3 Agent Notifier (3.12.86.1) X

| o

SIMS Summer 2025 Database Only (3.65.280) (SIMS Database engwe) has
been scheduled to be installed in 2 minutes, Please close all SIMS software
(SIMS, FMS, etc) until deployment is finished.

_ _




Once the update is completely installed and has deployed to all the SIMS workstations (if you have more
than one) the Deployment History screen will show with the update showing as “Successful” in the top
panel. It should take about 10-15 minutes.

R—e

DEPLOYMENT HISTORY

DEPLOYMENTS Product | Allproducts  |v| Date | 3Months |~
Description T Scheduleddate [ Status Y Stage T
#H  SIMS Summer 2025 Full Release (7.224.27) 30/06/2025 09:28:46  Successful

The update may also show as “Partially successful” if not all SIMS workstations were switched on at the time
of running the update. These should update themselves when they are next switched on.

At this point, you can log back into SIMS on the workstations and check the version of SIMS is showing as
7.224. Click on the splash screen to close it.
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If you have any problems when completing this process, you can contact NYES Digital
directly via web chat or call the helpdesk on 01609 536086.

After the SIMS upgrade has completed you must carry out the
following task to keep your system up to date:

The following tasks only need to be completed on one PC.

1. Importing SIMS pre-defined reports

To import the latest versions of the SIMS pre-defined reports, select Reports > Import, then click Open. This
should open into the correct folder but if not the path should be: C:\Program Files (x86)\SIMS\SIMS .net\.
Select PreDefined_Reports_v7224.RptDef and click ‘Open’.



ort
> ThisPC » Local Disk (C:) > Program Files (x86) > SIMS > SIMS .net O Search SIMS .net -l
folder =~ 1O e
Name h Date modified Type Size
AMPA File folder
de File folder
DinnerMeney File folder
InTouch File folder
Plugins File folder
runtimes File folder
SystemManager File folder
L [ PreDefined Reports v7210.RptDef RPTDEF File 10,026 KB
¢ D PreDefined_Reports_v7218.RptDef 06/02/2025 12:11 RPTDEF File 10,116 KB
I [ PreDefined Reports v7224.RptDef I 11/06/2025 14:51 RPTDEF File 10,194 KB
[7] SIMS ADP Predefined Renorts v7168.Rot... 11/06/2025 14:51 RPTDEF File 207 KB
ile name: ‘ PreDefined_Reports_v7224.RptDef ~ | Report definition (*.RptDef) ~
Open ‘v Cancel
The following screen will now show:
= |mport report(s) = O x

Import reports and associated templates from an archive
Archive file  C:\Program Files (86)\SIMS\SIMS net\PreDefined_Reports_v7224 RptDef

Description Status Check All
B Achievement by Type Report pending... .
B Achievement Incident Report pending... Cleall
B Achievement Insert pending...
B Achievement Insert Report pending...
B Achievement Listing Report pending...
B Achievement Report by Award pending...
B Achievement Report by Subject Outcome pending...
B8 Achievement Report by Type pending...
B Achievement Report Listing pending...
B Address Labels - Current Schools pending...
¥l Import associated templates

Impart

Close

Click on ‘Import’ and then close the window when the status for the reports changes to ‘Imported’.

2. Importing assessment resources

Following the Summer update there will be new assessment resources available to import into your SIMS
system.

You will be prompted to import these when you next access the assessment area in SIMS, either by clicking

on the programme of study icon E‘L or through Focus > Assessment > Marksheet Entry.



There are new/updated Assessment Manager Resources available for import. Do you wish to update your system 7

Flease note that this may take some time.Do not close SIMS until this import process is complete.
! lJsing some areas of SIMS during import may cause a system crash.

The Mew Curriculum Programme of Study screen relies on resources being present in the local SIMS System

we therefore strongly recommend updating your AMPARK resources via this auto import routine. If you

P

choose nat to impart these resources you may find that some features are not present and you will subsequently have
to manually import the missing files. Flease choose the “yes' option to automatically update AMPARK resources.

¥l AMPARK Resources In English
O Tracking Templates and Grids

[0 PoSResources In English

Yes Remind me later

Importing the other Assessment Manager resources is optional. If your school does not use the SIMS
assessment package you can untick ‘Tracking Templates and Grids’. If your school does not use the SIMS
Programme of Study you can untick ‘PoS Resources In English’.

Click on Yes to import the selected resources. This import can take up to 30 minutes so only do this when
you do not need to use SIMS. Assessment resources only need to be imported on one machine —this doesn’t
need to be the server.



